
 

 

BBRSD Family and Student Update 

May 22, 2020 
 

Superintendent’s Office 

 
Dear Berlin-Boylston Families, Staff and Community Members: 

 

Looking Ahead 

With so much speculation appearing in the media and through leaders from all levels of 

government about the return to school this fall, we want to assure you that we are planning in 

anticipation of all possible scenarios that may be presented to us.  In the coming weeks and 

throughout the summer, we will be updating all of you on the direction that we will most likely 

be taking based on guidance from the Commonwealth and DESE.  Please know that our goal is 

to ensure the health and safety of all of our students, staff and families in the District as we move 

forward with these plans. 

 

Town Meetings & Budgets 

Our annual town meetings are coming up next month (see dates below), and I would like to 

strongly encourage all community members to join us in supporting and voting in favor of our 

school budgets.  Undoubtedly, our district, like so many others in the Commonwealth, will be 

facing a particularly restrictive budget as we attempt to balance needed funding for education 

with the larger deficits facing our towns. 

 

Over the past several months, we have engaged in three rounds of cuts while continuing to 

preserve what we have understood to be among the highest priority for our families, namely, 

maintaining and adding additional staff to meet the needs of our growing communities while 

maintaining reasonable class sizes.  While remaining ever aware of the fiscal responsibility to 

our townspeople, we must continue to move forward in building schools of excellence on behalf 

of our students.  To do so, requires that we have the human and tangible resources necessary to 

meet the needs of all of our students. 

 

Please click here to view the slide deck from our presentation to the School Committee at this 

week’s meeting.  I would ask you to please take a few moments to review it, and if you have any 

questions, do not hesitate to reach out to me at jzanghi@bbrsd.org.  More information will be 

sent in the weeks ahead as we prepare for this very important vote.   

 

Please be sure to add the following dates to your calendars:  Boylston Town Meeting, 7:00pm, 

June 15th at Tahanto Regional Middle/High School; Berlin Town Meeting, 7:30pm, June 22nd at 

Berlin Memorial School. 

 

https://www.bbrsd.org/cms/lib/MA01907488/Centricity/Domain/31/Budget%20Presentation%205-19-20%20Revisions%20v4.pdf
mailto:jzanghi@bbrsd.org


We thank you very much for your continued support, and look forward to seeing you at one, or 

both, of these meetings. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Jeffrey T. Zanghi, Superintendent 

 

 

Business Office 
 

Grab and go lunches 

As a reminder, “grab and go” lunches are being offered to any students eligible for free/reduced 

lunch, and any other students experiencing difficulties accessing food resources, or facing 

financial challenges during the COVID-19 crisis, and its economic impact. 

 

Please complete the form here to sign up; more details are provided on the form:  

 

Thank You to Pre-school Parents 

A heartfelt thank you to pre-school parents who contributed their refunds, and additional funds 

towards the pre-school program. Our teachers have been working diligently to engage the minds 

of the children and we sincerely appreciate this support.  

 

FY21 Budget Update 

With reductions in revenues at the state and local level during this crisis, there will be financial 

and budget challenges ahead. An update on the fiscal year 2021 budget can be accessed by 

clicking here.  

 

Bob Conry, Director of Finance and Operations 

 

 

Boylston Elementary School 

 
Teachers will begin the process of closing classrooms and packing up student belongings next 

week. Through planning with the Board of Health, we have elected to provide parents an 

opportunity to pick up the belongings in what we hope is an orderly fashion. Attached you will 

find a SignupGenius to pick a time to gather your child(rens) belongings the peninsula where we 

do parent drop off. We have spaced out pickups in 5-minute increments to avoid social 

distancing concerns and potential back-ups on Sewall. If you are unable to make any of these 

times on June 1st through the 3rd, please reach out to me so we can make alternate arrangements. 

This is not how we wanted to end the year, however, it is the best way we can while 

maintaining current guidelines.  

 

Again, in consultation with the Board of Health and after receiving feedback from families, we 

are planning a reverse parade 5th-grade recognition on June 15th. This information is shared 

here but will also be sent directly to 5th-grade families.  

mailto:jzanghi@bbrsd.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Cj9oWGbzllB9Uknrpgb0qCCRI1nPOJaFYXvB5Do1GoQ/edit
https://www.bbrsd.org/cms/lib/MA01907488/Centricity/Domain/31/Budget%20Presentation%205-19-20%20Revisions%20v4.pdf
mailto:rconry@bbrsd.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090A49ADAF2CA1FD0-student1


 The evening before the parade, families will receive video speeches and a video tutorial of the 

parade route. 
 Families will begin to gather at Tahanto at 12:30 on June 15th. 
 Parking spots will be assigned alphabetically and clearly labeled. 
 Custodians and admin will help facilitate this. BPD will manage traffic and lead the parade. 
 At 1:00, the police department will lead the families in alphabetical order south on 70, left onto 

140, and right down Sewall. 
 Extended family members and friends can feel free to wave them on from along the parade route 

(ensuring proper social distancing is utilized) 
 The “parade” will continue around the center island in front of the building. 
 Staff (standing 6 feet apart) will be on the sidewalk waving and congratulating students. 
 At the end of the peninsula, a table with certificates of recognition will be (placed out) arranged 

alphabetically for students to get out of their vehicle and receive. Individual awards will be 

with certificates. 

Teachers are currently putting finishing touches on next year's placements so we will be able to 

move forward with a "Virtual Step Up Day" on June 16th. You will receive invitations to Zoom 

meetings as we approach the date.  

 
Ace Thompson, Principal BES 
 

 

Berlin Memorial School 
 

As the school year draws to a close, we are making plans for students to pick up personal items 

left behind here at school when we left on March 13th.  While some teachers report that students 

took all their things with them on that dates, we are making plans for a pickup process for the 

first week of June.  This will be a drive-up process in which school personnel will bring bags to 

your car as you pull up to the school and place the bag in your trunk for you.  We will be 

finalizing that plan this week and sending it out in a separate email. 

Teachers have been hard at work planning an event for 5th grade recognition which will be held 

on Monday, June 15th.  Additional information will go to those families directly. 

There will be, in case you were wondering, report cards delivered at the end of the year.  We will 

be mailing those out the week of June 15th, and you should see them in your mailbox by the end 

of that week. 

For those of you who may not have heard, Mr. Dan Adams, our evening custodian for the last 15 

years, is retiring at the end of this month.  Danny, with his bad jokes and love of 60’s music, will 

be sorely missed here at BMS. 

Finally, teachers are currently planning student placement for the 2020-21 school year.  As that 

process is finalized, we will hold virtual “step up” days for students on Tuesday, June 16th. 

 

John Campbell, Principal BMS 

 

 

mailto:athompson@bbrsd.org
mailto:jcampbell@bbrsd.org


 

Tahanto Regional Middle High School 
 

Dear Members of our Tahanto Family, 

 

Everyone is cordially invited to celebrate Tahanto’s Class of 2020 on Friday, May 29th at 4:00 

p.m. for the Class of 2020 Car Parade.  

 

Parade Route Details- Graduates will assemble at Berlin Memorial School. With the escort of 

the Berlin Police, they will travel through downtown Berlin and meet the Boylston Police at the 

intersection of Routes 62 and 70. They will then go through downtown Boylston.  

 

Spectators in Berlin can watch from the following locations: Central St, Carter St, Woodward 

Ave. Highway garage on West Street or at the 5 corners intersection.  

 

Spectators in Boylston can watch from the following locations: DCR lot across from Pine 

Ridge Farm, Boylston Center, Pop Warner Football field at 140/70, Calliope Theatre Parking 

Lot.  

 

Let us line the streets of Berlin & Boylston to celebrate the Class of 2020.  
 

 

 

 
 

Important Topic Reminders: 
 

Social/Emotional Check-Ins: The school counselors reminded students that if they are in need 

of a check-in or to just chat that they are only an email away! We discussed how important it is 



to have connections virtually with one another, as well as the importance of getting outside, 

taking a walk and getting some fresh air. 

 

Remote Learning Update: Overall Tahanto has an 89% participation rate for remote attendance 

and participation in core academic classes. While we are very proud of this number, we 

challenged our students who have not been putting their best foot forward to reach out for help.  

 

Scheduling: Current students in grades 8-11 should have completed their course registration for 

the 2020-2021 school year at this time. If you have any questions please reach out to Mr. 

Picariello or Mrs. Rodman. In order to create a schedule, we need to have all of the students 

approve their teacher recommended courses and input their elective choices. The sooner this 

happens, the sooner we can get next year's schedules out to students. 

Current students in grades 6-7 will begin the scheduling process in the next couple of weeks. 

Middle school teachers are working hard to put in recommendations for all students. 

 

High School Academic Awards: This event will be celebrated when we return to school in the 

fall. 

 

Athletic Awards: Matt Porcaro, Athletic Director is putting together a video for all of the 

athletes. This video will be sent to 2019-2020 athletes by Tuesday, May 26th.  Any senior who is 

receiving an award will be notified in the video and their award will be presented to them at the 

time of cap and gown pick-up. 

All other athletes who are receiving awards will be given their awards in the fall. This includes 

the Junior athlete sweatshirts. 

 

National and Jr. National Honor Society: Seniors who applied in February were notified in 

writing of their acceptance. Students in grades 8 and 11 will be notified in the fall when we 

return to school. This will be done in time for juniors to include this honor in their college 

application paperwork. 

 

8th Grade Recognition: Students in grade 8 and their parents have been asked to submit a 

recent picture of themselves to Mr. Barbar. A video is being created to celebrate the 

achievements of the Class of 2024! Those receiving awards will be presented their awards in 

June when students report to school for their belongings and material returns. 

 

End of Year-How do I get my stuff in my locker? 

Return of school materials and pick-up of personal belongings for students in grades 6-11 will 

occur in June. Tentatively the plan is to schedule days/times for students to come to Tahanto to 

drop off their textbooks, Chromebooks, etc. and to pick-up their belongings from their lockers 

(p.e. included). Tahanto staff will be putting student belongings in bags and labeling the bags. 

Bags will be brought out to the front of the school where tables will be set up for returns and bag 

pick-ups. More information to follow. 

 

Parent Meeting: Ms. Stukuls and I will be holding a Tahanto Town Hall Meeting for all 

parents in grades 6-11 on May 28th at 4:00 p.m. A Zoom invite will be sent to all parents on 



May 28th. Topics will include an update on remote learning and the end of the year, locker 

cleanout and return of materials, and any DESE updates that we may have. 

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2020! 
 

Diane Tucceri, Principal 

Sally Stukuls, Assistant Principal 
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